
 

 

 

 

 

 
The plant must be valued as a totally artistic and architectural structure. 

 [Karl Blossfeldt, photographer, 1932] 

 
 

A new glance on the world of plants for travellers and photographers 
 

VEDERE FOGLIA SEEING LEAF 
form structure colour 

fern 

palm 

waterlily 
 
 

Book and botanical travelling exhibition 
 

An illustrated book as well as a travelling exhibition focused on leaf, one of 

the most outstanding “winning variation” in vegetal life, which has taken 400 

million years of evolution to serve many different functions for the life of the 

hundreds of thousands of vascular plants living on planet Earth today. 

 

A scientific and artistic itinerary able to unveil the unlimited leaf forms found 

in the natural world, stored and analysed in herbaria and botanic gardens and 

pictured in artistic and visual research representations since the earliest photo 

techniques experiments. 
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MRSN - Museo Regionale di Scienze Naturali - Torino, Italy 
http://www.mrsntorino.it/cms/ 

http://www.mrsntorino.it/cms/il-museo/collezioni/botanica2/item/353-vedere-foglia 

 

The MRSN - Museo Regionale di Scienze Naturali di Torino (Italy) - is a Department of the 

Directorate for the Promotion of Culture, Tourism and Sports of the Piedmont Region. 

MRSN’s mission is preserving, increasing and adding value to its own collections and their 

background history; its aim is sharing discoveries, knowledge and interpretations, as well as 

promoting the safekeeping, the responsible use and the enjoyment of nature in all its aspects.   

The "Vegetal Life" programme has been adopting a two-pronged scientific work stream, with 

both a theoretical and applied approach, since 1983 (foundation of MRSN’s Botanical Section), 

The research strives for creating new methodologies and original display materials,  to be tested 

at exhibitions and other public events by using the museum specimens in innovative ways. 

The overall aim of the research is to strengthen the role of natural history museums in spreading 

the botanical knowledge, in order to support the conservation strategies and to increase the 

awareness about the responsible use of our planet’s plant heritage. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sehen foundation 
http://www.sehen.org 

 

The etymology of the name “Sehen” derives from the Akkadian word “sapû”, which means "to 

see in a deeper sense". It is the symbiosis of seeing and knowing, to absorb after watching, 

studying by observing. 

The Sehen Foundation seeks to highlight nexus between the Arts and Sciences through the 

application of in-depth examination and the comparison of different cultures.  

The Sehen Foundation works in partnership with public and private institutions, both nationally 

and internationally, in the form of exhibitions and publications.  

The Sehen Foundation contributed to the exhibition “Winckelmann, Florence and the Etruscans” 

(National Archaeological Museum of Florence, Italy - 2016) and to the exhibition “Pretiosa Vitrea - 

The art of glass manufacturing in the museums and private collections of Tuscany” (National 

Archaeological Museum of Florence, Italy – 2017-2018) 

 

 

 

 



 
VEDERE FOGLIA     SEEING LEAF   

© 2018 - MRSN-Museo Regionale di Scienze Naturali di Torino / Fondazione SEHEN 

 

VEDERE FOGLIA SEEING LEAF 
 

Topic 

This project aims to emphasize the leaf subject by creating a travelling exhibition and an 

original illustrated volume.  

Some leaf features, as elements representing one of the most recent “winning variations” in 

the plant life evolution, are shown to the public within a concise and easy-to-assimilate botanical 

exhibition.  

The volume and the exhibition show leaves of different shapes, dimensions, surfaces and 

textures in 60 large herbarium compositions (50x70 cm) and a significant number of photos. 

The botanical subject has been described through clear definitions and illustrated by dried 

specimens and historical and contemporary artistic photographs. 

 
 

Who might be interested 

• Texts and images have been designed for a large audience, interested in botany and 

photography.  

• The botanical plates and the selected photos can be easily understood and appreciated also by 

a very young audience. 

• The texts are simple, terse and suitable for a non-specialist audience.  

• The texts of the book and the exhibition are available in English and Italian. Replacing them 

and provide translations in other languages will be up to the hosting institution, under the 

supervision of the exhibit authors. 

• The exhibition path will be adapted to the hosting Institution newly arising needs by 

reducing the material or adding elements from the collections of the Institution itself. 

 

Highlights 

The “leaf” subject is a research the Museo Regionale di Scienze Naturali di Torino (Italy) has 

been developing within the programme “Vita Vegetale” (Vegetal Life). 

The programme has been designed and carried out as an alternative either to the "zoocentric 

approach" or the "plant blindness" theory, both of them legacy of out-of-date culture. It aims at 

spreading new knowledge about plants and building stronger relationships between humans and 

plants in order to promote the responsible use of natural resources, encourage the cultivation of 

plants adaptable to the climate change, identify invasive species and help out prevent their 

spread. 

 
 

The project is looking for financial and operational support  

in order to: 
 

� Complete and publish the volume 

� Print images and didactic documentation 

� Create an interactive software for the audience 

� Find new partners and expand the travelling exhibition 
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Herbarium plate [50 x 70 cm] - Leaves: variety of shapes, sizes, colours 
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The project: Collaborations 
 

The Sehen Foundation offered the MRSN - Museo Regionale di Scienze Naturali di Torino 

(Italy) - the opportunity to jointly hold a botanical-themed exhibition through the display of 

selected art photographs focused on leaf together with original herbarium plates. 

The project has been conceived and coordinated by the Head Curator of the MRSN Botanic 

Department, Rosa Camoletto, and the Artistic Director of the Sehen Foundation, Angelo Garoglio. 

The displayed items have been selected and created ex novo in order to give prominence to 

some relevant historical archives and museum collections where valuable living and dried plants 

are being preserved. 

Several scientific Institutes, Herbaria, Botanical Gardens and Libraries have collaborated on the 

project by making their own materials available for the exhibition.  

Art photographers and fine arts students have been involved in the creation of images on 

selected themes. 

 

The first phase of the project will be ending by 2018 with the completion of the illustrated 

volume (texts in English and Italian) and the international travelling exhibition.  

At each stage, the exhibition will be enriched by conferences and activities with schools of all 

levels. A selection of materials will be also available on MRSN website. 

 

� Concept and management: Sehen Foundation (implementation and support of the cultural 

activities for the promotion of the museum collections) and MRSN - Museo Regionale di 

Scienze Naturali di Torino, Italy – (implementation of the project “Vegetal Life” with the aim 

of spreading the modern botanical knowledge). 

� Partners involved in the scientific and artistic project: Department of Life Sciences and Systems 

Biology, University of Turin (Italy); Biology Department, University of Florence (Italy); Botanical 

Garden, University of Palermo (Italy); Singapore Botanic Gardens (Republic of Singapore); 

Botanic Garden of Meise (Belgium). 

� Further collaborations: university internships (University of Turin, Italy; University of 

Salamanca, Spain); aquatic plants and palms collectors from Piedmont and Lombardy regions; 

botanical researchers. 

 

Project outputs: 

� Volume and illustrated panels ready for printing. 

� Dried plants: 60 large herbarium plates (50x70 cm) in wooden frames with acrylic front cover; 

� Photos about the history of photographic technique selected, digital processed and included in 

the volume and in the exhibit panels. 

� Photographic artworks related to the “fern - palm - waterlily” themes, created by 

contemporary Artists. 

� Documentary digital images and original texts about the most important botanical features of 

the leaves (“shape - structure - colour”) with in-depth analysis of the three main subjects 

(“fern - palm - waterlily”). 

� Original short essays about the places where the vegetal life can be observed and 

photographed: natural environments, private collections, parks, botanic gardens, herbaria. 

� Original short essays about the history of photography: botanical images by William Henry Fox 

Talbot and Odoardo Beccari; historical images of aquatic plants from the Botanical Garden of 

Palermo (Italy). 
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Herbarium plate [50 x 70 cm] - Leaves: variety of functions 
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VEDERE FOGLIA SEEING LEAF 
THE BOOK 

240 pages 19x25,30 cm 

more than 50% are pages of photographs 
 

I - Vegetal life, winning variations: the leaf 
As asserted by Goethe at the end of the 18th Century and still currently taught by the  

contemporary botanists, "everything is leaf": the first appendages of a germinating seed, 

the scales of a bulb or of a pine cone, the elements of the crown of a tree, the petals of a 

flower.  

The "leaf" as a subject has always fascinated artists and scientists. Artists observe, copy, 

reproduce, photograph and try to capture shapes, details and colours. Scientists explore, 

analyse and try to find the exact relationship between the most primitive leaf structure and 

the immense variety of leaf shapes appeared on Earth so far. 

Diversity and adaptation, variability of development, form and function, internal 

structure and surface, chlorophyll and other colours: each element offers different 

opportunities for observation, consideration, understanding and knowledge. 

 

II - Leaves, botany and photography: fern, palm, waterlily 
In order to limit the - otherwise infinite - narrative path of the project, the focus has 

been set on three groups of plants, widespread in nature and intensely represented in fine-

art photography since its origins, at the beginning of the 19th Century. 

The first group includes various forms of ferns, as an example of the evolution, since the 

first green leaf appeared on Earth about 400 million years ago. Historical photographs: 

William Henry Fox Talbot.  

The second group includes the palm trees and focuses on their ability to create, through 

simple structural variations, thin and delicate leaves as well as giant strong leaves. 

Historical photographs: Odoardo Beccari. 

The third group includes the aquatic plants: elements of different botanical families that 

have developed leaves adapted for living in the water, the primordial element which all the 

ancestors of the terrestrial plants emerged from about 450 million years ago. Historical 

photographs: Palermo Botanical Garden (Italy). 

 

III - There are leaves everywhere, for those who want to see them 
The leaves can be observed and photographed in nature, but it is much easier to get 

closer to botany by exploring thematic collections, botanical gardens and herbaria 

In this section are presented some botanical Institutes that have collaborated for the 

realization of the book and the exhibition. 

 

IV - Photography 
The botanical and historical path of the project ends with a selection of pictures created 

by contemporary Artists, with focus on “fern - palm - waterlily”. 
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VEDERE FOGLIA SEEING LEAF 
THE TRAVELLING EXHIBITION 

 

Travelling exhibition spaces: from 70 meters to 160 meters of exhibition walls  

for panels, herbarium sheets and labels; 

some showcases, digital devices. 
 

I VEGETAL LIFE, 

WINNING 

VARIATIONS:  

THE LEAF  

Botany: shape, structure 

and functions  

of the leaves. 

18 herbarium sheets 50x70 cm 

18 labels 30x20 cm 

10 panels 50 x 70 cm 

II LEAVES, BOTANY AND 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

II/1 - FERN 

II/2 - PALM 

II/3 - WATERLILY 

Ferns, palms and aquatic 

plants: botanical features 

and historical photographs 

(William Henry Fox Talbot, 

Odoardo Beccari,  

Palermo Botanical 

Garden). 

42 herbarium sheets 50x70 cm 

42 labels 30x20 cm 

19 panels 50 x 70 cm 

Botanical and historical 

photographs 

III THERE ARE LEAVES 

EVERYWHERE,  

FOR THOSE WHO 

WANT TO SEE THEM 

Examples of places where  

to study and enjoy  

to put plants in the frame. 

10 panels 50x70 cm 

IV PHOTOGRAPHY Contemporary 

photographic works  

of eight Artists 

24 photographic works 50 x 70 cm 

1 panel 50 x 70 cm 

 


